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The BIRTH Project

The BIRTH project (Building of an Interactive Research and Delivery Network for
Television Heritage) is an EU funded pilot project within the MEDIA+ programme
and has established a multimedia, multilingual webportal giving access to
audiovisual and textual material on the early days of European television. In this

article Alexander Hecht discusses the aims of the project.

he legacy of owver
30 years of regular
broadeasting in Europe
5 Enormous i
guantity as well as
quality, With at least a
part of it being made
available via the BIRTH webportal,
users will get aceess to an important part
of their own personal history, The
European angle makes the approach
even more tempting for academics and
the general public.

Chr idea was 1o create an entry peint
into the world of audiovisual test-
monies we keep in our archives, The
basic idea of BIRTH is to set up a long
living platform that serves as an
information point for the interested
user and as forum for scientific ex-
change. Thus BIRTH can be seen as
a BIC (Busziness 1o Consumer) and
B2P (Business to Pariner) orientated
project.

The project consortiom

The consortium includes Joanneum
Research as the project manager, the TV
archives of the BBC (UK), ORF
(Austria), RTBF (Belgium) and SWER
(Crermany) and the Metherlands Inst-
tute for Sound and Vision as content
providing partners. Noterik (Nether-
lands) is our technical partner. BIRTH
started on 1 January 2003 and is a three
year project. Basic information about
the partners and the project workplan
can be found at our interim webpage
hitp: www, birth-of-iv.org, During a
first presentation on the project web-
portal during the FIAT/IFTA World
Conference in Paris (hitp://www,
fuatifia.org/conferences/conferences/) in
Dctober this year the positive feedback
from several representatives of the
audiovisial archive sector showed tha
the number of contributing organiza-
tions and individuwals will seon increase,

User Groups Survey

e of the main 1asks a1 the beginming
of the project was to define the future
USET Groups of the BIRTH webservice in
order to shape the service according to
their needs. Three user groups were
defined: a) general public, b) academic
world and ¢} professional users, A user
group survey was undertaken and abowt
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20M) subjects were asked to fill out a
comprehensive questionnaire,

The resuliz showed that the three user
groups do have very specific expec-
tations with respect to the future BIRTH
websile, These results were published in
two project delivery papers: “Prelimi-
nary Specification User-Requirements’
and “Final Specification User-Reguire-
menis .

The Fullﬂv.'tng overview gives an idea
about what the expectations of the user
Zroups are:

Public Expectations

The concept and nature of the BIRTH

website drew a lot of interest from the

public, ofien giving rise to what they

would like to see and the possible

functionalitics,

= Accurate and reliable information

+ Efficiency in access and download.

* Access 1o nights information

#= Ability to switch between text based
searching and kevframes

* Sufficient quality of picture to make
judgements and sce timecode

* Moderation and registration accept-
able

* Shopping basket and cutting 1ol

Academic Expectations

The academic group’s expeciations
were maore focused around what the site
could offer from an educational

perspective.

Timeline oriented and searchable
View content onling

Save items or references to them
Shopping basket functionality
Dezcription of visual content

Fun element ¢.g. quizzes and games
Mewsgroup or chat rooms on carly
lelevision

* Opporumity to provide feedback on
content

-

Professional Expectations

This group was very clear about what

they expected from the website. Their

interests related directly 1o how the site

could improve on, and enhance, their

needs.

* A spurce of reliable information

* Inclusion of content inlo course work
for students

# Contnbute articles

* Moderate newsgroups

* Possibly accept some fees for en-
hanced services and content

¢ Mol keen on advertising 10 sustain
withsite

* Willing to register to enter the site

We will iry 1o satisfy most of these needs
when setting up our webservice, The
main tocus of the BIRTH site will be 1o
meel the information of an interested
general public, and the exchange of
ideas and research of the academic
waarld, Furthermaore, we want 1o offer an
overview of the (programme) history
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of the contnbuting partners for profes-
sionals.

KBAs = Knowledge Based Articles

Users wall find sudiovisual content on

the webportal as well as scientific

articles on various aspecis of European

broadcasting history. These so called

‘Knowledge Based Articles™ will cover

the following topics:

* The technical challenges behind the
first broadeast

# Behind the scenes: production of
carly television

+ Major fechnical developments (to-
wards colour TV)

* The history of broadcast archives

¢ Eurovision broadeasts: the European
angle (exchanges)

* Crovernment influence in the first cra
of welevision

¢ Politics adopting early TV (how
politicians learmed o live with' to use
TV)

= Taboos inearly TV (controversial TV
and censorship)

* The early stars of the relevizion
SCreen

* Impact of TV on radio, ¢inema and

her media

For kids only: children’s programmes

The era of television plays

Music programmes in early TV

The Treasure Hunt: Lost and found

treasures from the archives

¢ Bringing the daily news & weather
into the homes of millions

¢ Major dates in vour early TV s
history

These articles are ideal for stimulal-
ing cooperation between the content
producers and the scientific community.
In Austria for example students and
teachers from the Institute for Commu-
nication 5cience at the University
of Vienna will produce texis for the
BIRTH portal and this will provide a
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new digital platform for publication at
their service,

Under the lead of representatives of
the Utrecht University a European
academic neiwork dealing with TV
history was st up in October 2004, Al
the moment academics from Austria,
UK, Belgium, France and the Mether-
lands have joimed the network, It's a
European network of academics and
institutes who are active in the field of
European television history. The net-
work provides a platform for individuals
and institutions o exchange experi-
ences and research data. The goal 15 to
link the various Euwropean rescarch
activities in the feld of television
histery. For information abouwt a
planned workshop on TV history in
garly 2005, please contact Prof Sonja
de Lecuw, email: sonja. delecuwi
letuwnl or Dr Andreas Fickers, email:
andreas. fickersia letaw.nl,

Multilingual

The BIRTH project will be multilingual,
s0 one Key feature in the propect struc-
ture 15 that all the KBAs will be avail-
able in the native language of the author
and in Enghsh. The same approach 1s
used for setting up a thesaurus used for
cataloguing and searching offin the
BIRTH metadata. The Thesaurus Tool
programmed by Joanneum Research
offers language versions in English,
Cierman, French and Dutch.

The audiovisual content

As mentioned above, andiovisual
archives hold the memory of more than
five decades. For a leng time forgotten
or neglected by historical sciences,
television has become the mass medium
of the second hall of the 2th century.
Thus the content delivery partner will
contribute audiovisual material that
illustrates not only their respective
company’s history and programme
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development but also the main events of
European interest.

The video files are digitised in low
resolution quality {Windows Media
andfor Real Video) and stored on servers
in the respective country of origin, This
decentralised structure 15 necessary to
meet all the legal restriction many
partners still face if it comes o pulting
audiovisual content online. The content
partners of BIRTH wall deliver over 500
clippings from their archive matenial as
a basis of our audiovisual stock, The
numbers of imstitutions contributing o
the BIETH website will be expanded in
the future and hopefully will grow into
a representative European platform.
Besides the video files the user will also
find stills and pdf files of scanned
programme guides on the BIRTH
webportal, Thus a wide range of differ-
ent information sources will be made
available online.

Legal aspects

While working for the project it soon
became very clear thai it was not the
technical challenges that were the
most difficult 1o face, bul the legal
restrictions, The consortium unites
partners in whose national legislations
vary in their laws on making {audio-
visual) material available online, The
spectrum ranges from an umbrella
clause i Dutch law that makes online
publication ¢asy for non-commercial
use to @ very strict German legal
situation where it is enly possible to
publish audiovisual files when used for
citalion purposcs,

The front-end of the webportal
Many functionalities will be included in
the front-end of the BIRTH webporal:
browsing, full text scarch, thesaurus
search, timeline search and others. The
general access to the portal will be
opened i December 2004, From one
single point, the user will be able to
view material from several European
archives

The project consortium always wel-
comes new partners for the BIRTH
wibporal as one of the main goals is to
widen the audiovisual pool of content on
offer as soon as possible. Increasing in
scope (covering more geographical
regions) and time (covering a larger
timespan}.

If vou wish to know more about the
BIRTH project, contact alexander.
hechit@iorfat.

Alexander Hechi
Rirth of TV

I vou wamt to get inte torch with

fhe project ranagemenl, please
confact Mr Harald Mayer from
Joanreum Besearch in Graz (AL
ernenils ferald mraver@ioannenm. al,
v can also subscribe to the BIRTH
muailinglist ai hivthic beeldengeluid nl.
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